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Ironton Fighting Tigers pull out
12-7 win over Wheelersburg Pirates

Ironton took advan-
tage of Wheelersburg’s
mistakes to defeat the
Wheelersburg Pirates.
The Pirates had gained
more yardage and first
downs and held a signif-
icant advantage in the
time of possession but
in the end, the Ironton
Tigers held an important
12-7 win.

Wheelersburg drove
well on their first posses-
sion with no penalties
but the drive stalled
short of a first down on
the Ironton 20 yard line.
The Pirates would go
onto get 50 yards in
penalties in the first half
that helped to stall every
other drive in the first
two periods.

The Tigers failed to
gain a first down on their
first possession and had
to punt.

The penalties began
with the Pirates’ second
drive. Backup by three
penalties, the Pirates
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Ironton Quarterback Tommy Waginer is wrapped up by the Pirate defense
on Friday in the traditional season opener in Wheelersburg.

too were forced to punt
giving the Tigers the ball
on their own 42 yard
line. On a third and
three play, Tyler Hager
slipped beyond the

defense to take it all 51
yards for the score. The

Portsmouth Josh Myers scores the tying touchdown on Saturday night

when the Trojans defeated D-Il Wilmington 14-7.

Trojans start strong with
D-ll win over Hurricane

It's great to get the
season off to a good
start with a win but to
knock off a Division Il
opponent at home in
front of a big crowd had
to be a special way to
begin the 2010 cam-
paign.

The Portsmouth
Trojans hosted the
Wilmington Hurricane
and came back to score
14 unanswered points to
earn a 14-7 victory in
their season opener.

Wilmington finished
last season with a
record of 7-4, making
the OHSAA post season
tournament.

In nailing down the
win the Trojans were
paced on the offensive
side of the ball by quar-
terback Josh Myers.
Myers ended the game
with 20 carries for 90
yards and he also was 6
of 13 passing for 59
yards with 1 intercep-
tion. Also adding to the
Trojan running attack
was Angelo Jackson
who had 10 carries for
41 yards and Andrew
Gulley had 4 carries for
25 yards. As a team the
Trojans ran the ball 37
times for 144 total rush-
ing vyards. Receiving
was paced by Kyle
Simpson with 3 recep-
tions for 29 vyards,
Jonathan Royster had 2
catches for 18 yards and
Collin Staker had 1
catch for 12 yards.

For the Wilmington

Hurricane, Brooks had
12 carries for 63 yards,
Henry had 8 carries for
21 yards, Hodge had 11
carries for 47 yards and
Davis had 5 carries for 8
yards. As a team the
Hurricane carried the
ball 38 times for 137
rushing yards. Tyler
Hodge, at quarterback,
was 3 of 12 passing with
1 interception.

For the majority of the
first quarter the defen-
sive teams controlled
the action on the field.
However with 1:02 left in
the first quarter
Wilmington scored on a
4 yard run and added
the extra point to take a
7-0 lead. However after
the early score the
Trojan defense would
not allow Wilmington to
reach the end zone
again.

In the second quarter
the Trojans would tie the
game at 7-7. Their
touchdown was set up
by Jonathan Royster
when he fielded a punt
and returned it 44 yards
to give Portsmouth good
field position to start
their drive. The Trojans
consumed nearly four
minutes off the game
clock and then at the
8:51 mark of the quarter
Josh Myers capped the
drive on a 7 yard scoring
run. Nate Newton added
the extra point to estab-
lish the tie score.

The Trojan touchdown
would be the only score

point after attempt, a
pass from quarterback,
Tommy Waginger, fell
short and the Tigers led
6-0 with 46.5 seconds
left in the first quarter.
Neither team had a
long drive in the remain-

of the second quarter
sending the contest into
halftime with the score
set at 7-7.

In the third quarter the
Trojans would score the
go ahead touchdown. It
would be Josh Myers
second touchdown of
the game and it came at
the 4:05 mark of the
quarter when he found
the end zone from 1
yard out. Nate Newton
added the extra point
kick and after trailing
early Portsmouth took a
14-7 lead.

Wilmington seemed
poised to answer the
Trojan score when they
began a drive at their
own 45 yard line and
advanced the ball to the
Trojan 30. The Trojan
defense then made a
stand and would force
Wilmington to turn the
ball over on downs with
only 58 seconds left in
the quarter.

On the next Trojan
drive the offense was
having success moving
the ball and drove it
down to the Wilmington
11 yard line. The Trojans
would settle for a 28
yard field goal to extend
their lead but the ball
sailed wide and the
Tornadoes took over on
downs.

Despite the missed
field goal the Trojans
had managed to eat up
10:30 off the second half
game clock.

See Trojans B3

ing time of the first half
until the Pirates drove
from their 30 to Ironton’s
30 in the waning min-
utes of the first half. But
three of four incomplete
passes kept them just
out of field goal range.

Week Two Varsity Football Schedule
Wheelersburg @ Oak Hill
Portsmouth @ West
Valley @ Rock Hill
Minford @ Weliston
Green @ Fort Frye
Ironton @ Russell
East hosts Northwest
Symmes Valley hosts River Valley
Waverly hosts Jackson

Saturday 9-4
Notre Dame hosts Greenup

Ironton led 6-0 at half.

In the second half,
Ironton opened with
their second touchdown
as on third down-and-
two, Tres Wilks took the
ball 72 yards for the

score. Once more the
PAT failed and the
Tigers led 12-0 with

10:40 remaining in the
third quarter.
Wheelersburg came
back with an 11 play, 67
yard drive for a score
highlighted by nice runs

from Brandon
Schankweiler and
Tommy Graf. Alex

Shears completed the
drive with a 1-yard
plunge for the score.

Dillan Lewis kicked the
extra point and the
Tigers’ lead was cut to
12-5.

After trading punts,
Ironton took over in
good field possession in
Wheelersburg territory.
Brian Warner gained
Ironton’s initial first down
that was not a touch-
down or on a defensive
penalty in the final
minute of the third quar-
ter. The gain gave the
Tigers’ a first down on
the Pirate 28-yard line.
But on fourth down, Alex
Shears intercepted
Tommy Waginger’s

Continued on B3
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Heading for a touchdown West’s Trevon Pendleton (8) out runs Fairland’s

Seth Tucker (9) to the end zone. West came away with a 46-16 win.

Senators use 392 offensive

yards to run past Dragons

It was an impressive
victory for the West
Senators as  they
opened up on the road
in Proctorville against
the Fairland Dragons.

The Senators came
away with a solid 46-16
victory. The Senators
put up some impressive
team stats in the win.
West finished with 18
first downs, the ran the
ball for 266 yards and
added 126 passing
yards to finished the
game with a total of 392
total yards of offense.

The West offense was
paced by senior Trevon
Pendleton who had 12
carries for 107 vyards.
Austin Bricker ended the
game with 7 carries for
36 yards, Kyle Locher 6
carries for 35 yards,
Justice Crace had 4 car-
ries for 32 yards, Kyle
Auger had 2 carries for
25 yards, Tanner
Journey finished with 2
carries for 14 yards, Kris
Zaph had 2 carries for
12 yards Levi Ratliff 2
carries for 2 yards and
Adam Bricker had a
carry for 3 yards.

Quarterback Levi
Ratliff was 5 of 7 pass-
ing for 129 yards and no
interceptions. The
Senators leading
receivers in the game
were Adam Bricker with
2 catches for 69 yards,
Phillip Carnes 2 for 41
yards and Kyle Locher
had a catch for 16 yards.
While the Dragons only

found the end zone
twice in the game, they
did finish with some
strong stats. The
Dragons ended the
game with 295 yards of
total offense. Fairland
finished with 11 first
downs, 176 rushing
yards and 119 passing
yards. Evan Maddox
paced the Dragons’ run-
ning game with 4 carries
for 79 vyards, Chad
Fisher 18-77, Tanner
Sowards 7-30 and Eric
Riley 11-21. Fairland
quarterback Chad
Fisher was 8 of 12 pass-
ing for 119 yards.
Leading receivers for
Fairland were Eric Riley
with 3 catches for 80
yards, Alec Warner 2-27,
Kyle Lawhorn 1-8 and
Cody Midkiff 1-4.

The Senators put up
the first score of the
game at the 3:42 mark
of the first quarter when
Trevon Pendleton
brought away on a 68
yard touchdown run.
Kyle Auger came to
deliver the extra point
kick and West took a 7-0
lead.

The Senators touch-
down proved to be the
only score of the first
quarter, however the
Dragons came back
quickly in the second
quarter. At the 11:42
mark of the second
quarter when quarter-
back Chad Fisher con-
nected with Eric Riley on
a 49 yard scoring pass.

The Dragons went for
the 2-point conversion
and Fisher hit Kyle
Lawhorn and Fairland
took a 8-7 lead.

Over the course of the
game West’'s special
teams accounted for 27
of the teams’ 46 point
total. The first of which
came just 11 seconds
after the Dragons had
taken the lead when
Trevon Pendleton took
the ensuing kickoff 83
yards for a touchdown.
West elected to go for
the 2-point conversion,
however that attempt
was turned away but the
Senators were back on
top 13-8.

It appeared West’'s 5
point lead would send
the game into halftime,
but another special
teams play would
account for the Senators
final score of the half.

The Senators’ defense
had shut down Fairland
deep in their own territo-
ry and forced the
Dragons to punt. On the
punt attempt West's
Kyle Auger was able to
recover a blocked kick in
the end zone for the
Senators final points of
the first half. The defen-
sive TD came with just
36 seconds left in the
second quarter. West
went for a 2-point con-
version but the pass
attempt failed, however
the late score would give
them a 19-8 lead at half-
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